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GLOBAL WATER,  
A RESOURCE FOR DEVELOPMENT: 
OPPORTUNITIES, CHALLENGES AND CONSTRAINTS 

The subthemes of the Congress 
will include those on:
Valuing water : Economic, social and environmental dimensions
Linkages with the energy, food and environmental sectors
Financing, investment and pricing schemes
Infrastructural development
Hydrology
Surface water and groundwater
Water supply and water demand
Water governance practices
Water law
Public and private sector management
Water-related security risks
Climate change, impacts and adaptation

In an increasingly complex world, water management is at a critical juncture at present. 
Even when it has to fulfil essential roles in promoting development, reducing poverty and 
conserving environment at the national and sub-national levels, water is often scarce, 
contested, polluted, mismanaged, misgoverned and poorly allocated. A main handicap 
has been that water management has often been considered as an end by itself, and not 
as a means to an end, the end and the opportunity being to achieve overall development, 
economic prosperity, improvement of quality of life and environmental conservation. 

Both developed and developing countries are confronted with the urgent need to support 
the increasing water-related demands of growing populations and of the energy, industrial 
and agricultural sectors, as well as to respond to environmental concerns with sources 
of water that are scarce, over-exploited or too polluted for the intended uses. In spite of 
its relevance in terms of security, water is often not regarded as a key determinant for 
development, absent from many political agendas. This congress seeks to explore Global 
Water as a resource for economic, social and environmental  development. Hosted in 
Edinburgh capital of Scotland the Hydro Nation where recent legislation puts water at the 
heart of the national development agenda.
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GLOBAL WATER,  
A RESOURCE FOR DEVELOPMENT: 
OPPORTUNITIES, CHALLENGES AND CONSTRAINTS 

The IWRA has consistently used all the avenues that are available to it to promote 
generation, synthesis, application and dissemination of knowledge. The XVth World Water 
Congress and Exhibition that will be held in Edinburgh, Scotland, 25 to 29 May 2015, 
and that will be hosted by the Scottish Government, will be a continuation of this trend.

The XVth World Water Congress will provide a platform for open discussions and debates 
among scientists, practitioners and policy makers from both developed and developing 
countries and from different disciplines and sectors. In collaboration with Scotland´s Water, 
the IWRA Congress will promote in-depth discussions on the complexity of water policies, 
management, development and governance practices at the local, national, regional and 
global levels in a rapidly changing world as the fast evolving global landscape is driving 
decisions in the sectors´ policies, performance and prospects.

We invite the water and related communities to be part of this ongoing discussion to 
manage water efficiently, equitably and cost-effectively so that desired ends are met 
successfully.

Interested in playing a role  
at the Congress?

The IWRA World Water Congress is very interested in your 
participation either through the organisation of special sessions, 
participation through scientific presentations, posters and 
articles, exhibition spaces, sponsoring and promotion, or side 
events.  

We encourage you to register your interest to participate in the 
Congress and/or the preparatory process by getting in contact 
the IWRA Executive Office – office@iwra.org
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enquIrIes | 
XVth IWra World Water Congress secretariat
MCI uK LtD
272 Bath street
glasgow
g2 4Jr unIteD KIngDOM
Phone:  0141 354 1660
Fax: 0141 354 1661
IWra2015@mci-group.com

IWra executive Office 
Domaine de Lavalette 
859 rue Jean-François Breton 
34093 Montpellier Cedex 5 | FranCe 
Phone: +33 (0)4 67 61 29 45 
Fax: +33 (0)4 67 52 28 29 
office@iwra.org | www.iwra.org

the IWra executive office is hosted by
the association Verseau Développement

International Steering Committee (ISC)  
of the Congress:
CHAIR: Dr. Cecilia Tortajada, President of the third World Centre for Water Management, Mexico

COMMITTEE: Mr. Jon Rathjen, team Leader, Water Industry team, scottish government, edinburgh, scotland

Dr. Emmanuel M. Akpabio, Lecturer, Department of geography & regional Planning, university of uyo, nigeria

Dr. Eugenio Barrios, Director, Water Programme, WWF-Mexico

Dr. Marius Claassen, research group Leader, Council for scientific and Industrial research (CsIr), Pretoria, south africa

Dr. Anthony Cox, Head of Division, environment Directorate, OeCD, Paris, France

Dr. David Brooks, associate, IIsD’s natural and social Capital program, Canada 

Prof. Gabriel Eckstein, Professor of Law, texas Wesleyan university school of Law, usa, and treasurer, IWra

Dr. James Horne, Principal, James Horne and associates and previously Deputy secretary (Water) in the australian government, australia

Dr. Elcin Kentel, associate Professor, Middle east technical university, ankara, turkey

Prof. Lilian del Castillo-Laborde, Professor, Buenos aires university, argentina

Dr. David Molden, Director general, International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development, Kathmandu, nepal

Prof. Mikiyasu Nakayama, Head and Professor, Department of International studies, graduate school of Frontier sciences, university of tokyo, tokyo, Japan

Prof. James Nickum, editor-in-Chief, Water International, tokyo, Japan

Dr. Markus A. Palenberg, Director, IfDs - Institute for Development strategy, Munich, germany

Prof. Gareth Pender, Head of school, environmental engineering, Institute for Infrastructure and environment, Heriot Watt university, edinburgh, scotland

Mr. Puah Aik Num, Chief specialist of Water treatment, Public utilities Board, singapore

Dr. Ahmet Saatci, President, turkish Water Institute, Istanbul, turkey

Prof. Christopher Scott, associate Professor, arizona university, and Chair of the recife Congress, tucson, usa

Dr. Kai Wegerich, researcher, International Water Management Institute, addis ababa, ethiopia

Dr. Jun Xia, Dean, research Institute for Water security (rIWs), Wuhan university, Wuhan, China

Prof. Jaeeung Yi, Professor, ajou university, sowon, Korea
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