EUROPE

The Baltic Sea is reputed to be
the most polluted sea of the
planet. Victim of a particularly
serious eutrophication, the
marine ecosystem is so highly
imbalanced that exporting cer-
tain fish species which are
fished there, like herring or
salmon, is prohibited in the Eu-
ropean Union.

In the 1970s, the riparian
countries of the Baltic Sea
(Sweden, Denmark, Germany,
Poland, Finland, Russia, Esto-

nia, Latvia and Lithuania) deci-
ded to act together to protect
the environment.

This interregional mobilization
appeared in particular through
"Helcom", the Helsinki
Commission for the Pro-
tection of the Baltic Sea.

Since 2000, an International
Conference has been orga-
nized every year in St. Peters-
burg to give a progress report
on the achievements made.

"EUROPE-INBO" WORKSHOP:
FLOOD PREVENTION IN EUROPE

The 6" "Baltic Sea Day" toak
place on 22 and 23 March 2005
in St. Petersburg. Today, this
yearly forum has become one
of the main mechanisms that
enable the development of a
cooperation between riparian
countries of the Baltic Sea.

Among the many topics inclu-
ded this year in the program of
the Conference, there were:
trilateral cooperation for the
Gulf of Finland, strategy for
collecting data on dangerous
substances in Russia, the Euro-
pean Maritime Strategy and the
European Water Framework
Directive.

This last point is significant, be-
cause of the political changes
resulting from the enlargement
of the European Union.

The existence of a comman
environmental legislation, from
now on applicable in all the
Coastal States of the Baltic Sea,
apart from the Russian Fede-
ration, has necessarily impacts
on regional environmental
priorities.

It is in such a context that

"HELCOM" wished to involve:

the International Network of

Basin Organizations in the

work of its 6 "Baltic Sea Day".

Messrs. Mlecz?rstaw Ostojski,
President of the EUROPE—INB‘D"
Group, Jean-Frangois Donzier,
INBQ Permanent Technical
Secretary and Jezn Claude Vial,
French Water Director, came
and presented the activities of
the Network and particularly
the work undertaken for the
implementation of the Water
Framework Directive.

It was also an:opportunity to
demonstrate how INBO is in-
volved in the preparation of
the next World Water Forum
of Mexico City.

Nikolay Viasov

Helsinki Commission
nikolay.viasov@helcom.fi
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WROCLAW - POLAND - 19 - 21 OCTOBER 2005

The members of EUROPE-INBO
(Group of European Basin Or-
ganizations for the implementa-
tion of the Water Framework
Directive) met in Wroclaw in
Poland from 19 to 21 October
2005 to participate in a work-
shop on flood prevention.

Organized with the support of
the Polish Ministry of the Envi-
ronment, this event allowed
the participants to draw up a

report on their knowledge of
flood prevention.

Several topics were included in
the program:

m The legal framework on
the protection against
floods and its relations with
the Water Framework Di-
rective and Natura 2000;

m The systems for flood fore-
casting, the management of
flood-prone areas, regional

planning, collective aware-
ness of the risks and mea-
sures for the prevention of
damage;

m Technical actions, especial-
ly flood storage areas,
which can be implemented
in the basins to reduce
flood volumes.

The work was opened by the
Polish Minister for the Envi-
ronment.

Messrs. Jean Marie Wauthier

and Mieczyslaw Ostojski, Pre-
sidents of EUROPE-INBO, and
Jean-Frangois Donzier, Techni-

cal Secretary of the Netwark,

gave the introductory address-
es of this workshop.

"EUROPE-INBO"
MEETING

Megeéve - France
20 - 22 Sept. 2006
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NAMUR - BELGIUM - 29 SEPTEMBER

" "EUROPE-INBO 2005": 2" INTERNATIONAL
ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WATER

More than |75 representa-

tives of governmental ad-

- ministrations in charge of

water resources manage-
ment, of Basin Organiza-
tions or District Authorities
coming from 36 countries
met in Namur, Walloon
Region in Belgium, from
29 September to |* Octo-
ber 2005, at the invitation
of Mr. Benoit LUTGEN,
Walloon Minister for Agri-

PROCEEDINGS &

Two main topics were dealt
with during the plenary assem-

= the implementation of
the Framework Direc-
tive in transboundary
river basins and Inter-
national River Basin
Districts (IRBDs), with a
significant participation of
the European international

The
"EUROPE-INBO" website:
this website will allow a
wider dissemination of
guidelines and documents
prepared within the Euro-
pean framework of the CIS.

It will also gather case stu-
dies of other pilot river
basins and the documents
produced by the European
Basin Organizations and
District Authorities.

launching of the ® Iltis essential to clarify the

environmental objectives
and the definition of the
good status at the European
level.

It is recommended:

B)

to promote a bottom-up
approach, using the work
done by various countries
to prepare the program of
measures and to formulate
the management plan of an
International District,

| cuiture, Rural Areas and the commissions, among them _
' Environment, under the those concerning the Wal- ® The development of twin- O to develop exchanges on
3 auspices of the G of Eu- loon region, ning agreements between the methods used and

ropean Basin Organizations
for the WFD implementa-
tion (EUROPE-INBO) and
of the International Net-
work of Basin Organizations
(INBOQ).

This important meeting

especially fitted in with
the European cycle of

the preparation of the
4" World Water Forum
of Mexico City in March
2006.

The "EUROPE-INBO" Group
of European Basin Organi-

- zations is member of the

Basin Organizations of dif-
ferent countries facing

tools,

to conceive an iterative and
dynamic approach for the
formulation of the program
of measures, taking the
existing and future data in-
to account without dela-
ying the actions to be car-
ried out in the short term.

But also:

*

to make the monitoring/fol-
low-up systems coherent,
harmonization of the data
and Geographic Information
Systems in the transboun-
dary basins as a priority,

. Common Strategy Coordi- + to analyze the compatibility

nation Group (CIS) for the of the developed GIS tools

'K WFD implementation pro- in with the European WISE re-
cess. = the participation of the common problems, espe- porting system,

The work of the "EUROPE-INBO" populations in the defi- cially within the TWIN- to ensure comparability bet-

Group aims at enriching the
common strategy (CIS) by pre-
senting different approaches,
very operational results or
field experiments.

The implementation of the
European Water Frame-
work Directive (WFD) in
the 25 countries of the en-
larged European Union and
in the Countries applying
for accession, seems a ma-
jor fact for the dissemina-
tion of the principles of
good governance, recom-

nition of water policy,
responsibilities of the local
elected officials and of the
professional and associa-
tion representatives, the
"Basin Committees", con-
sultation of the "general
public" for the implemen-
tation of the Framework

BASIN project.

The promotion of training
and professional capacity
building programs for the
executives and staffs of
Basins Organizations, espe-
cially with the start of the
WEFD-LEARN program.

Directive. This topic has AS REGARDS
widely opened the work of TRANSBOUNDARY BASINS
the assembly to our part- AND INTERNATIONAL

ners working in the field.

RivEr BasiN

DisTrICTS:

51 papers were presented
during the Namur meeting. @

Taking into account the re-
sults of the characteriza-

ween the results of the na-
tional monitoring programs
planned for 2007.

The delegates also proposed:

To strengthen the action of
the existing international
bodies (international com-
missions, bilateral coopera-
tion, etc.),

To support the creation of
new International Commis-
sions and to strengthen co-
operation for shared basins
with the countries neigh-
boring the EU,

| mended by INBO, which is FINAL :
BRRRFIO DSt Y . tions undertaken by each i
i ~  indeed a priority topic for RESOLUTIONS country in 2004 ar)':d the Senemrglly. t?e L, qnc’;
- mobilizing its members. ynamism of any very practica

The organizations participating
in the "EUROPE-INBO" Group
reaffirmed their wish to con-
tinue exchanging their experi-
ences through four comple-
mentary activities:

m The organization of regular
meetings, yearly plenary
sessions or thernatic work-
shops.
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sharing leading to the roof
report, it appears that ho-
mogenization of the me-
thods is not compulsory,
but that transparency is es-
sential for a good common
understanding of the me-
thods used and a compara-
bility of the obtained re-
sults.

cooperation that has existed
for a long time and that deve-
lops in transboundary basins
are still not well-known and
should be better enhanced and
disseminated.

The Framework Directive is an
opportunity for strengthening
these kinds of cooperation.



- 1°" OCTOBER 2005

MEETING

FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE

As REGARDS PUBLIC
CONSULTATION

FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION

OF THE FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE:

For promoting consultation it
is necessary:

= to raise the awareness and
inform the general public,
to explain the stakes, so
that the people can give
their opinion,

= to identify precisely the is-
sues of interest for the ge-
neral public in each local
context,

® to prepare strong argu-
ments for raising the
awareness and motivating
the public, with a simple
and adapted vocabulary,
evidencing the positive re-
sults of achieving good eco-
logical status,

= to make more room for
references and cultural
practices,

= to develop a real citizen
management of water,

It seems that original ap-
proaches, based on the lo-
cal organization of events
or on the use of local com-
munication supports, are
sometimes more effective
for mobilizing the citizens
than the use of the media
for a wide dissemination to
the general public, the cost
of which is high for a return
which is sometimes disap-
pointing. The passage by
the relay of local authori-
ties and of NGOs may be
very useful.

= |t is also recommended to
rely, as much as possible,
on participative bodies al-
ready existing in the vari-
ous Member States (river
committee, local water
commission, river con-
tracts, etc.) which are the
ideal support to develop
the participation of the
public on its territory.

Generally, it appears that the
consultation will require the
use of specialists in communi-
cation and public enquiries in
order to tend to maximum ef-
fectiveness and better partici-
pative interactivity, to define
the most suitable methods,

most of which still remaining
to be tested.

It is necessary to adopt a lan-
guage adapted to the targeted
publics while avoiding too
technical or bureaucratic
terms which would be inacces-
sible to the greatest number of
citizens. The language should
be clear, simple, understand-
able by everyone with strong
and recognizable visual docu-
ments.

Attention was also paid te the
cost of these consultations and
to the need for planning signi-
ficant budgets to conform to
the new obligations in this
field.

THE MAIN MEETING OF 2007
SHOULD NOT BE MISSED!

e taking into account all the
aspects of water manage-
ment and their impacts, and
not only the problems of
quality of water and the en-
vironments, as everything is
linked in each water body,

e underlining the importance
of having interfaces between
the Framework Directive
and navigation, power pro-
duction, the prevention and
protection against floods
and droughts,

@ taking into account the

quantitative problems, and
obviously the issues related
to droughts and floods,

@ ensuring the continuity of

rivers to restore or guaran-
tee the upcoming and circu-
lation of fish species,

Eastern
Europe and
in the Balkans, °
and within the
neighborhood poli-
cy in the Mediterra-
nean and in the Cauca-
sus.

The Namur assembly was
aware of the specificities of is-
lands regarding WFD imple-
mentation.

Mr. Jean Marie Wauthier, Di-
rector at the Ministry of the
Walloon Region, will chair the
"EUROPE-INBO" Group until
its next plenary assembly in
2006.

The delegates congratulated

Mr. Mieczyslaw Ostojski, Wa-

ter Director of Poland, for the

effectiveness with which he

held the Presidency of the

"EUROPE-INBO" Group in
2004 and 2005.

Messrs. Jean-Marie WAUTHIER
and Mieczyslaw OSTOJSKI

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

As regards the WFD and agri-
culture:

® considering financial com-
pensations for the farmers
who changed their beha-
vior,

®  ensuring better compatibi-
lity between the CAP and
the environmental directi-
ves:

And also:

® underlining the "upstream-
downstream" common cau-
se as the basis for consistent
management on the scale of
river basins and sub-basins,

® introducing reflexions and
prospects on climate chan-
ge,

® developing international
and standardized methods
for the early tracking of the
invading aquatic species and
standardized processes for
fighting against these
species,

@ planning sub-basin plans
and programs of measures
to be implemented at local
level by mobilizing partici-
pative bodies either already
existing or to be created,

® strengthening cooperation
Erograms with the neigh-
oring countries of the en-
larged European Union, in

The delegates retai-
ned the grench pro-
posal to organize
the next meeting of
"EUROPE-INBQO" in
Megéve in Upper
Savoy from 20 to 22
September 2006.

Mrs Madeleine k
JOUYE de GRANDMAISON
INBO President
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INBO, PARTNER OF THE WEEK

OF EUROPEAN SOLIDARITY FORWATER
STRASBOURG - FRANCE - 15-21 OCTOBER 2005

No doubt that water manage-
ment is a sector that tran-
scends the concept of States

‘and borders. Since millennia,
all the inhabitants of the large
Europe have shared this re-
‘source. Interdependence is a

reality. Transboundary mana-

gement becomes the onl

to envisage the future, Eased

‘on river basins.

In some regions of Europe,
challenges linked to water

- management are still there,
either related to the water

of streams or rivers, to ac-

‘cess to drinking water and

sanitation, to groundwater,
wetlands, to risk manage-

'mnt.towatermhesaved

and shared, or to waterasa

factor of aconomlc and so-

cial development (naviga-
tion, industry, agriculture,
dams, etc.).

There are solutions, know-
how has been developed and
-gracnces have been proven to

e reliable, but it is necessary
to know about them, to share

them, to adapt them to the

various contexts and to orga-
nize common cause for local,

sustainable and equitable de-

velopment.

World Water Forum
Mexico - 18 March 2006

For such a purpose, the
Week of European Soli-
darity for Water was orga-
nized and held in Stras-
bourg from 15 to 21 Octo-
ber. This event was managed
by the Solidarity-Water Eu-
rope program and the Interna-
tional Secretariat of Water,
with the support of the Coun-
cil of Europe, the local Autho-
rities of Strasbourg and the
World Water Council.

On their side, the International
Network of Basin Organiza-
tions (INBO) and the Interna-
tional Office for Water were
particularly mobilized to sup-
port and promote this event in
which they were partners.

The overall objective of
the Week of European
Solidarity for Water con-
sisted in mobilizing the
European citizens before
the 4% World Water
Forum of Mexico City.

More precisely, it was about
offering to the European stake-
holders of local water manage-
ment a place for exchange and
dialogue and allowing them:

® to formulate European
recommendations, which
will be submitted to the
4" World Water Forum,
Mexico City, on the topic
"local action for global chal-
lenges";

® to intensify exchanges and
common cause in Europe
between the various part-
ners of water management;

® 1o accentuate and develop
field projects in Europe es-
pecially focusing on the
most underprivileged po-
pulations;

® to raise the awareness of
the general public and
elected officials on "water
realities" in Europe and on
the (human and financial)
investments necessary for
their management.

In order to achieve these ambi-
tious objectives, the Week of
European Solidarity for Water
was structured around four
strong sets of activities:

7 a forum on the water right
topic in Europe,

o field visits,

1 workshops and exchanges
on the topics of water and
the Civil Society,

3 conferences at the Council
of Europe.

The Forum on water
rights in Europe

This forum allowed:

> to introduce a small num-
ber of case studies on the
implementation of water
rights in some European
countries (Bulgaria, Hun-
gary, ltaly, the Netherlands,
Romania and the Ukraine);

5 to think about an approach
to water rights as an instru-
ment to increase the avail-
ability, quality, and physical
and economic accessibility
of water and sanitation ser-
vices,

Workshops and exchanges
on water and the Civil
Society

Four workshops were orga-
nized during two days, they
dealt with the following topics:

® management of water-rela-
ted risks;

m the implementation of the
European Water Frame-
work Directive in Central
and Eastern European
countries,

B access to drinking water
and sanitation for every-
one;

® decentralized financing for
water management in small
towns and rural areas of
Central and Eastern Eu-
FOPE‘

The President of the Interna-
tional Network of Basin Orga-
nizations (INBO), Mrs. Made-
leine Jouye de Grandmaison,
chalred the workshop on the
topic: "implementation of the
European Water Framework

Directive in Central and East-
ern European countries: At
which speed!? Under which so-
cial, cultural and structural
conditions? With what tools
for decision-making support?".

From their part, Mr. Jean-
Frangois Donzier, General
manager of the International
Office for Water and INBO
Permanent Secretary and Mrs.
Anne-Marie Ciurea, Romanian
Ministry of the Environment,
jointly presented an analysis of
the "lessons learned from
10 years of implementation of
basin management in Eastern
Europe".

The conference

at the Council of Europe:
"water management:

a shared responsibility"

On 20 and 2| October, the
Parliamentary Assembly and
the Congress of Local and Re-
gional Authorities of the
Council of Europe jointly orga-
nized a conference on the to-
pic: "water management, a sha-
red responsibility",

Recent natural disasters such as
floods, forest fires, droughts,
underlined the extreme impor-
tance of a good water manage-
ment plan, and the need for co-
ordinating water policies in Eu-
rope. Integrated water manage-
ment is a critical prerequisite to
sustainable development and
for the future of Europe.

see@s-e-e.org
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EUROPEAN RIVERS NETWORK

"BIG JUMP", THE GREAT RETURN OF MANTO THE RIVERS

FIRST EUROPEAN BATHING DAY
IN RIVERS

22 participating coun-
tries,
3| rivers and streams,

216 spaces of official ac-
tions and approximately
240 spontaneous "Big
Jumps",

250,000 participants, 150
exhibitions, 120 debates,
etc.,

22 major associative,
institutional and private
partners,

450 local partners,
Broadcast on |12 national
TV channels and 18 re-
gional TV channels,
Articles in the New Yorlk

Times, GEO, National
Geographic, etc.

"Big Jump" aims to recon-
cile man with rivers.

By encouraging citizens to dis-
cover and recover the space of
rivers and lakes, the objective
of the project is to involve
them in the restoration of the
European aquatic environ-
ments. Without citizens’ adhe-
sion, the policy of the Euro-
pean Community on water
protection (Vater Framework
Directive) will never be able to
achieve its goals!

"Big Jump" is a project orga-
nized by the European Rivers
Network over |0 years and
which will culminate in 2015. In
the entire Europe, on its 50
large river basins, hundreds of
thousands of Europeans will
discuss, get information and
express themselves all toge-
ther.

During these various events
they will show their will to see
the quality of the rivers im-
proving before 2015, the dead-

line given by the European
Union to the Member States
to achieve the goals of good
ecological status laid down by
the Water Framework Direc-
tive.

First analysis
of events in 2005

For its first event on a big
scale, "Big Jump" went further
and stronger than expected.
The enthusiasm of our orga-
nizing partners, the delighted
astonishment of the public and
the hopes raised by this event
may lead us to think that the
generated waves announce
bigger ones to come... The
popular and media plebiscite
that this event raised, evi-
denced the formidable poten-
tial of such an action.

Roberto E,zfle

European Rivers Network

Fax: +334 71 02 60 99
info@rivERNet.org

www.ern.org

WFD-COMMUNITY

AVIRTUAL WATER UNIVERSITY

The project consists in crea-
ting a Continuous Education
and Training scheme for water
professionals, based on colla-
boration between peers,
working together on the im-
plementation of the Water
Framework Directive (WFD),
through a Virtual Learning
Community.

The partnership gathers the In-
ternational Office for Water
(France), Apele Romane (Ro-
mania), the University of
Bucharest (Romania), the
Gdansk Water Foundation
(Poland), Hydrocontrol (ltaly),
and the International Network
of Basin Organizations.

The project will last 36 months
(until mid-2006), and its budget
(Euro 380,000) is 75 % sup-
ported by the European
Leonardo da Vinci program,
and 25 % by the consortium
members.

The corpus of knowledge
needed for WFD implementa-
tion has been described by the
partnership, leading to the

identification of 6 modules in
addition to an introduction to
the European WFD:

® MIl: Good status in
2015, to understand the
status of surface and
ground waters;

® M2: Characterization,
pressures and impacts,
to assess the impact of hu-
man activity on water status;

® Ma3: Monitoring, to un-
dertake a monitoring pro-
gram to determine water
status;

= M4: River basin mana-
gement plan and pro-
grams of measures, to
formulate the river basin
management plan;

m MS5: Public participa-
tion, to implement the
WFD requirements for
public participation;

® Méb: Economic analysis,
to understand the role of
the economic analysis in
the WFD and undertake
the studies.

The pilot phase:

2 The topic M| module con-
cerning good ecological
status is completed and
was tested with 20 partici-
pants during a demonstra-
tion course (4 from France,
|2 from Romania, 3 from
Poland and | from ltaly),
within 5 working teams,
working in their own lan-
guage and in English for in-
ter-teams exchanges.

This first test was evaluated
by an external consultant,
and analyzed by the part-
ners during a Steering
Committee in early July in
Gdansk in Poland.

Improvements were deve-
loped during the second
test, from September to
November 2005.

O The topic M2 module on
characterization, pressures
and impacts was intro-
duced by the trainer with
students and tutors du-
ring a web conference on
8 September 2005.
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It was presented to water
professionals on 10, 17 and
24 November 2005.

The outcomes of this work will
then be disseminated among
INBO members to get profes-
sionals’ feed-back.

The last Steering Committee
of the "WFD-Community"
project took place in Rome,
Italy, en 12 and 13 December
2005.

All the process is available on
the project website:

www.mayeticvillage.com/
wid-community

Gilles Neveu :

International Office for Water
g.neveu@oieau.fr

www.iowater.org



EXCHANGE CIRCLE
) FORECASTING

Exchange First set
. (2005 and 2006)

< implementing an Inter-
net site devoted to flood
forecasting,

+ improving "flood-relat-

ed information for the
general public™.
The objective is to write a
guide of good practices re-
garding the provision of
flood-related information
to the general public.

To undertake this action,
EXCIFF will cooperate
with the sub-group on
flood forecasting of the
World Meteorological Or-
ganization (VWMO).

# organizing training work-

e shops on flood forecasting
ey methods.

Second set of three actions

Three more actions will be un-
dertaken in 2006 or later:

O hydrological data quali-
ty and exchange stan-
dards;

0 agreement between hydro-
logical and meteorological
communities concerning
the use of data;

T training and exercises
about river basin behavior
and forecasting organization,

Fréderique Martini

MEDD - Water Directorate (France)

Fax:+33142 191334

frederigue.martini@ecologie.gouv.fr

M. Ad de Roo

Euro,

DG

n Commission
esearch Center

Fax: +39 0332 78 5230
ad.de-roo@jrc.it
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Some characteristics:
Semois length: 210 km - Basin surface area: 1,350 kmv’
Average flow: 30 m'lsec - Population: 75,000 inhabitants

Mqre' than 60% of the Walloon
Municipalities are involved.

The river contract aims at
restoring water uses and func-
, tions to meet the needs of the
s Population of a river basin
while preserving potentialities
~ for future generations.
ver The river contract
e- of the Semois
basin

This approach is illustrated
concretely with the contract of
the Semois basin. Starting with
a Walloon initiative supported
by the |12 main Belgian munici-
palities of the basin, a first con-
tract, signed in December
1996, could be prepared and
implemented successfully. It
cconcerns the Belgian section of

* Debin

Thanks to the Interreg Il Wal-
loon Region - Champagne -
Ardennes program, the pro-
ject could be extended to the
French side. Since September
2002, a second Walloon action
plan has been under way, si-
multaneously with its French
counterpart. From now on,
the entire transboundary basin
of the Semois is covered by a
river contract.

A first river
contract from
1994 to 2001 ...

Three years were necessary to
lead to the signing of a first ri-
ver contract in December
1996. These three years cor-
respond to the three main
stages of contract preparation:
0 1994: findings with data
collection, basin characteri-
zation, identification of the
stakes.

3 1995: charter of the Semois
basin, |12 objectives for sus-
tainable management.

1996: the river contrace,
the action plan.

£l

A second action
plan: from 2002
to 2005 ...

Using the lessons learned in
the first contract, this second
plan allowed to refocus the ob-
jectives and actions on water
functions and uses in the sub-
basin, while better measuring
the range and the conse-
quences of the commitments
made by each stakeholder.,

This contract now benefits
from the support of the Inter-
reg lll France - Walloon Re-
gion - Flanders program.

After more than |10 years of
experimentation, the river
contract of the Semois
practically illustrates the
Walloon model implemen-
tation. Combined with a
transboundary approach, it
shows the possibility of
building European unity on
the local scale of a sub-
basin,

P Vander Borght

Francis Rosillon

University of Liege

f.rosillon@ulg.ac.be
p.vanderBorght@ulg.ac.be

www.ulg.ac.be
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FRANCE

WATER IN MOUNTAINS PILOT SITE -

SAVOY - ANNECY - MOUNT BLANC - LEMAN

"HELP" "2

Gathered in Megéve on 9 Sep-
tember 2005, the enlarged
Steering committee of the "Wa-

ter in Mountains pilot site:
Savoy - Annecy - Mount Blanc -
Leman" has:

® approved conventions with
structures representatlve
of the five "founder” basins,
for integrated management
of the upper river basins,

® validated the 2005 - 2007
action plan and the pro-
posed organization,

@ defined the baselines of the
international "Megeve II"
conference, which will
take place at the end of
September 2006, under

co (HELP) :
and which will
hosta as-
sembly of EURO-
PE-INBO for the im-
lementation of the
ater Framewnrk Di-
rective (WFD) in moun-
tains.

WWW. eichmlp comvieau

EUROPEAN WATER FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE

FORMULATION OF MANAGEMENT PLANS
FOR INTERNATIONAL RIVER BASIN DISTRICTS - IRBDs

Article 13 of the European
Warter Framework Directive
(WFD) indicates that the
Member States must coor-
dinate themselves to pro-
duce a single Management
Plan for International
River Basin Districts.

In line with the huge work com-
pleted for characterization, roof
characterization in particular,
the Management Plan of an In-
ternational River Basin District
should include a roof section
and nartional sections:

The roof section will deal
with the significant issues joint-
ly identified by the concerned
Partners of the international
district.

The national management
plans will deal with the sections
of the international river basin
district located on the territory
of each Member State,

France considers useful to pre-
pare baselines for the roof part
of the management plan for an
International River Basin Dis-
trict.

This project is presented in the
International River Basin Com-
missions of which France Is
member.

Development

of the roof section
of a IRBD
Management Plan

The roof section of a IRBD Ma-

nagement Plan is prepared ac-

cording to two complementary
and interactive approaches:

% One "Top down": using in-
ternational stakes identified
in the roof characteriza-
tions, measures suited to
the solving of the problems
encountered are proposed;

“ The other "Bottom up': us-
ing the national management
plans, measures of prime im-
portance for the entire
IRBD are identified.

According to these principles,
the roof section of the Mana-
gement Plan should describe in
particular:

% the coordination of the
monitoring means necessary
at the level of the IRBD;

% for each selected water
body requiring a common
approach, the roof section
of the management plan
describes the objectives to
be achieved.

As regards the pregrams of
measures, the plan will pre-
sent:

# the measures, that aim at
meeting the common chal-
lenges between the district
partners,

#® the criteria for evaluating
the measures’ effective-
ness, their technical feasi-
bility and their cost,

#® the complementary mea-
sures to be implemented
and the cost/benefit and
cost/effectiveness analyses
for these measures.

The roof section of the Mana-
gement Plan could include:

T an introduction reminding
the context given by the
WEFD, the formulation pro-
cess for the Management
Plan;

71 the presentation of the In-
ternational River Basin Dis-
trict: a summary of the roof
characterizations, the sig-
nificant IRBD issues and the
selection of the water bo-
dies concerned;

7 the international coordina-
tion of the monitoring net-
works and &, Tion
of the data frcm the exist-
ing networks;

M the environmental objec-
tives for the selected water
bodies;

71 the register of the protect-
ed aréas dasigrmef bya di-
rective for transboundary
implementation;

71 the program of measures
selected for each significant
issue in the IRBD;

71 the coordinated action
plans for flood contral in
the IRBD;

7 the public information and
consultation process for
the formulation of the

www.ecolagle.gouv.Ir

"GRAIE"

"SEDIMENTS OF THE RHONE" -VALENCE (FRANCE) - 10 JUNE 2005

The second topical conference
of the Rhone Basin Workshop
Area, organized by the GRAIE
on 10 June 2005 in Valence, al-
lowed to make a progress re-
port on research regarding the
sediments of the Rhone.

Abour 140 people participated.
The audience was essentially

made up of technicians from
local authorities, representa-
tives of the State services, con-
sulting firms, large companies
and scientists,

This Topical Day confirmed
the acquired knowledge, dealt
with various solved problems,
or problems that cannot be

solved, and highlighted some
gaps.

As always when complex na-
tural processes are dealt with,
scale diversities reveal diffe-
rent realities. For example a
rather stabilized low water
channel, or in an erosion
phase, on the scale of the en-
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tire Rhane, does not exclude
local sactions. even

a sliting phase.

reaches, in




FRANCE

ARTOIS-PICARDY

WATER PRICES AND HOUSEHOLDS’ INCOME

_!.. :|-|n b —»Jll

The investigations carried
out for the implementa-
tion of the Water Frame-
work Directive have un-
dertaken a specific analysis
of the weight of the water
services bill for the house-
holds of the Artois-Picardy
River Basin.

In this basin of 5,000,000 inhabi-
tants, the mean price for a cubic
meter of water was 3.28 euros
in 2004 (drinking water supply,
wastewater collection and
treatment and environmental
taxes), but this price can reach
5 Euros and more in some spe-
cific areas of the basin.
Unfortunately in these areas,
these high prices can be com-
bined with low mean income
per inhabitant (in the Artois-
Picardy basin it is 20% lower
than the national average).

In 1994, the Artois-Picardy Wa-
ter Agency undertook a specific
survey in order to create an

annual "record" of the prices
paid by households to public
water utilities in the 2,448 mu-
nicipalities of the river basin, as
compared to the mean available
income per household for each
municipality.

The data on "fiscal income"
from the National Statistics
Office (INSEE) were used and
the mean income per house-
hold is 23,796 euros per year
in the basin, to be compared
with 25,563 euros, which is the
mean value for France.

The data of the Water Agen-
cy’s Information System en-
abled the calculation, for each

municipality, of the following
ratio: mean water bill for 120
cubic meters per year on the
average household income,
with results which vary bet-
ween .51 and |.94 depending
on the areas.

The European Commission
considers a 2% ratio as suit-
able.

Beyond 3%, the water invoice
is considered as a heavy bur-
den on the income of a house-
hold.

Arnaud Courtecuisse
Artois-Picardy Water Agency
a.courtecuisse@eau-artois-picardie.fr

www.eau-artois-picardie.fr

ADOUR-GARONNE

MANAGEMENT PLANS FOR LOW WATER LEVELS (PGE)

Low flow in the Gave d'Oloron in Navarrenx

THE STATUS OF WATER RESOURCES

The Master Plan for Wa-
ter Development and Ma-
nagement (SDAGE) of the
Adour-Garonne Basin,
adopted in 1996, introdu-
ced these tools for local
water management in ti-
me of scarcity.

The Management Plans for
low water levels (PGEs) re-
sult from local initiatives and,
therefore, are adapted to a sub-
basin territory, on which there
is common cause among users
(farmers, municipalities and in-
dustries in particular), who thus
participate, together with the
public services, in the definition
of water management rules
concerning:
» sufficient flows to be main-
tained in their rivers,
8 years out of 10;

» areasonable distribution of
abstractions not to be ex-
ceeded;

> methods for collective
management of surface and
ground water resources and
of man-made reservoirs, ei-
ther existing or to be built.

The purpose of the PGEs is al-
so to reconcile the meeting of
various economic needs with
the protection of aquatic envi-
ronments.

They are thus invaluable tools
for joint local management
respectful of the future.

Once negotiated by the inte-
rested parties, each PGE is
submitted to the approval of
the Basin Committee, then en-
forced by the Prefect con-
cerned.

There are seven PGEs be-
ing implemented in the
Adour-Garonne Basin.

In France, many indicators
have favorably evolved since
the creation of Basin Organiza-
tions and the implementation
of a national ... and decentra-
lized water policy. but much
remains to be done, within the
"framework" of the WFD.
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Substantial progress has
been made since the 1970s:

® knowledge of the resour-
ces and of the problems
they raise or are being rai-
sed by economic and hu-
man activities,

® the practice of dialogue in
current Local Commis-
sions,

® the investments have al-
lowed the stopping of pol-
lution progression since
1980 and then a "selective"
or targeted regression,

® the building of water reser-
voirs,

® the evolution of the main
categories of water needs,
for:

== populations,
&= agriculture,
= industry and energy,

@ the quantitative and quali-
tative status of surface wa-
ter and aquifers.

Much remains to be done,
within the framework
of the new water policy.

Indeed, the WFD will direct
the further recovery of water
resources quality and availabili-
ty, with in particular:

) the objective of "good eco-
logical status" of "water
bodies";

[ the taking into account of
the economic data;

71 public participation.

Julien Martinez

Adour-Garonne Water Agency

Tel.: 33 (0)5 36 37 52
Julien.martinez @eau-adour-garonne.fr

www.eau-adour-garonne.fr
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RHINE-MEUSE

OUTCOMES OF THE "CHARACTERIZATION" INTHE MOSELLE - SAAR SECTOR

This "characterization", made
compulsory by the European
Water Framework Directive
(WFD, was carried out within
the framework of the Interna-
tional Commissions for the
Protection of the Moselle and
the Saar Rivers (CIPMS) and
implemented by the Rhine-
Meuse Water Agency.

Four countries are involved:
Belgium, Germany, France and
Luxemburg.

It consisted in delimitating and
describing the surface and
ground "water bodies", identi-
fying pressures and assessing
their impacts, and assessing,
for each water body, the pro-
bability of achieving or not the
WEFD objectives by 2015,

The probability of not achie-
ving the "good ecological sta-
tus" of the WFD objectives by
2015, without further mea-
sures, is 42% for the surface
water of 600 "water bodies"
and 40% for the groundwater
of 65 identified "water bodies".
The common analysis carried
out by the different Countries,
concerning the main issues for
the Moselle-Saar sector, led to
the identification of six
transboundary challenges:
= usual pollution, especially
the nitrogen and phospho-
rus nutrients, is significant,
the continuum of the Mo-
selle and Saar is not ensu-
red, which disturbs fish mi-
gration,

= the water uses and the land
planning policies are not al-
ways coherent with the
WEFD environmental objec-
tives, especially concerning
navigation, hydroelectric
production and protection
against flood,

diffuse inputs deteriorate
groundwater (plant protec-
tion substances, nitrates,
historical pollution and me-
tals),

the balance of the aguatic
environments is disturbed
by the mining activity,

the pollution caused by ha-
zardous substances is still
high in some parts of the
basin.

The outcomes are consi-
derable: several thousands of
data concerning activities, pres-
sures, impacts and water status,
several hundreds indicators, a
platform for a Geographic Infor-
mation System (GIS), a simula-
tion model for the quality of
freshwaters (PEGASE).

The WFD implementation on
the scale of the international
Moselle-Saar river basin allowed
for successful technical coordi-
nation and a first harmonization
between water policies and
challenges in the basin Coun-
tries.

Patrick Weingertner
Rhine-Meuse Water Agency
weingertner.p@eau-rhin-meuse.fr

www.eau-rhin-meuse.fr

CENTRALAND EASTERN EUROPE

llIWANll

TRANSBOUNDARY WARNING AND ALARM PLAN FOR NEMAN/NEMUNAS

In May 2005, the 3" meeting of
the Project Steering Group of
the International Warning and
Alarm Plan for the Neman ri-
ver basin (IWAN) took place
in Minsk (Belarus) with repre-

sentatives of Belarus, Lithuania,
Russia and Germany and ex-
ternal experts.

Workshops had been arranged
in February and March 2005 in
Kaliningrad, Vilnius and Minsk.

The Neman River

The current IWAN version
was presented, discussed and
confirmed by the Group.

Lithuania, the Russian Federa-
tion and Belarus conducted a
registration of industrial plants
with potential of causing hazar-
dous incidents.

A permanent working group on
"Warning and Alarm System of
accidental pollution of water
bodies in the Neman/Nemunas
basin" was created.

The first alarm training was
carried out in June 2005, The
main purpose of this training
was to test the IWAN commu-
nication means.

A study tour to several Euro-
pean Transboundary River
Commissions was organized at
the end of September 2005.

M. Keinhorst

Federal Ministry

for the Environment,

Nature and Nuclear Safety

Fax: +49 30 28550 43
Jjuergen.keinhort@bmu.bund. de

M. Winkelmann-Oel
Federal Environmental Office
Gerhard, Winkelmann-Oef@uba.de

M. Hingst

IABG mbH Y

Fax: +49 30 293991-44
hingst@iabg.de

www.neman.iabg.de

GEORGIA - AZERBAIJAN

THE TRANSBOUNDARY AQUIFER BASIN OF ALAZANI-AGRICHAI

The Alazani-Agrichai aquifer
represents the transboundary
groundwater resources shared
by Georgia and Azerbaijan.

The Alazani-Agrichai basin
comprises the north-east part
of Georgia and the north-west
region of Azerbaijan with a to-
tal surface area of 6,300 square
kilometers.

The groundwater of the basin
comes from the Great Cauca-
sus and the Tsivgombori ridge
(south).

The main groundwater dis-
charge points are threatened
by high pollution.

The groundwater of the Ala-
zani-Agrichai aquifer is of vital
importance for the popula-
tions of Azerbaijan and Geor-
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gia and the regional use of the
basin water resources should
take groundwater recharge in-
to account.

The program should include
the creation of a database on
identified water reserves, as
well as the creation of an ap-
propriate monitoring network
to avoid the depletion of water
reserves and desertification.

A regional legal document
should be written, taking into
consideration the economical,
political and strategic interests
of the neighbor Countries.
Prof. Guram Buachidze

Institute of Hydrogeology,
Georgian Academy of Sciences
bguram@gw.acnet.ge
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1 Since then, the concept of a

"complex Irtysh Basin Manage-
ment System" has been develo-
ped in the region. It was based
on the Conference recommen-
dations. It includes three main
issues that should be dealt with

in the near future:

© development of the hydro-
chemical model of the
Irtysh River Basin,

@ monitoring on the Russian-
Kazakh border,

® creating a mechanism of
development and imple-
mentation of the complex
Irtysh Basin Management
Program with the forming
of a Basin Council.

The outcomes of the Irtysh

project can be used in other

transboundary river basins

of the region (Tobol, Ishim).

A Steering
Committee

The |3 session of the Russian-
Kazakh Commission on joint
use and protection of trans-
boundary waters, held in Uralsk
on 28.10.2004, made a decision
of creating a special project
management body, the Irtysh
River Steering Committee,
which will be supervised by the
Nizhne-Ob Basin Water De-
partment, with its home office
in Tumen and representatives in
each region of Russia.

Population
involved

Another action, that has been
developing due to activities of
NGOs with financial support
from regional authorities and
international funds, is creating
a partnership network and en-

couraging population activity in
preserving water resources.
The activities are supported by
the population and environ-
mental organizations, the Rus-
sian Regional Environmental
Center and Siberian Civic Ini-
tiative Support Center. The
NGOs will be able to suggest
coordinated activities on wa-
ter resources protection to
the Steering Committee,

Taking these proposals into ac-
count, the Steering Commit-
tee, with the support of re-
gional Authorities and water
users, will be able to develop
an efficient action plan, which
will become an example of im-
plementation of basin manage-
ment principles for neighbor
regions and the entire country.
Sergey Kostarev

Secretary of the Irtysh River
Basin Steering Committee
(Omsk Section)

Fax: +7 3812 295443
omskwater@yandex.ru
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THE BALKANS

MANAGEMENT OF THE LAKE OHRID

AND DRIM RIVER BASIN

The Lake Ohrid Conservation
Project (LOCP) has allowed
the establishment of joint insti-
tutions for project manage-
ment and the harmonization of
the procedures for water
monitoring in the Lake Basin
and its tributaries (Joint Proto-
cols for sampling, analysis and
quality assurance). It also com-

plied with the environmental
legislation, regulations, stan-
dards of the EU Directives.

The First Joint Report on the
Status of the Environment in
Lake Ohrid and its watershed
has been published with a con-
tribution of 50 scientists and
experts from Albania, Greece

The Drim River

POLAND

THE COUNCILS FORWATER MANAGEMENT

and Macedonia. A new Moni-
toring Laboratory was created
on the Albanian side. It also ini-
tiated many Joint NGOs pro-
jects for public awareness and
participation, including the es-
tablishment of 2| June as "Lake
Ohrid Day" and allowed the
twinning of Pogradec, Ohrid
and Struga towns.

A Joint Agreement for the Pro-
tection and Sustainable Deve-
lopment of the Lake and its wa-
tershed, was signed to establish
an International Lake Ohrid
Management Agency, empo-
wered with legal authority in Al-
bania, Macedonia, and Greece.
This agreement ensures inte-
grated protection and sustain-
able development for the lake
and its watershed, according to
the European Union standards,
and gives the Lake and its wa-
tershed the status of World

Heritage and
the status of "Bio-
sphere Reserve" of

c
UNESCF). 0 : (l,i*(',.,o
Spreading this experi- )

ence to the Drim River ba-
sin was deemed necessary,
especially to foster the deve-
lopment of sub-basin organiza-
tions that could share informa-
tion, identify demonstration
projects, and assist in develo-
ping the Strategic Action Plan
for the Basin.

Dejan Panovsk

Secretariat of Lake Ohrid

Watershed Commitiee

dejan@locp.org.mk |

Palish implementation of the
Water Framework Directive,
regarding public participation
and the formulation of Ma-
nagement Plans, led to the cre-
ation of advisory bodies at na-
tional and regional levels: the
State Council for Water
Management and 8 Regio-
nal Councils for Water
Management.

The State Council consists
of 30 members, who have
been proposed by the national
organizations, by the academic,
scientific and research institu-
tions, and by social, economic
and ecological organizations,
involved in water management.

The activity of the State Coun-
cil is to give advice to the Go-
vernment on matters related
to water managemenl:, pFOtEC-
tion against floods and
droughts.

The Regional Councils are
also made up of 30 members:
Directors of the Regional
Water Management Boards
(RZGW) and representatives
of local governments, of eco-
nomic, agriculture, fishing and
social organizations and also
representatives of users of the
concerned regions. They also
give advice on matters related
to water management in the
concerned region.

The State Council was created
in May 2002.

GOOD PRACTICES OF STREAM AND
INTHE CARPATHIANS

The first Regional Council was
created for the Lower Oder
and Western Costal Rivers,
then other Councils came into
life in the Polish river basins.

RIVER MAINTENANCE

Session of the Council
of Lower Oder

iand Western

Costal Rivers

Lukasz Legutko
Water Management Board

lukasz.legutko@bgw.gov.pl

The status of the environment
of most mountain streams and
rivers on the Carpathian-side
of the Vistula River Basin, even
from a hydromorphological
viewpoint, is far from balanced.

Throughout the 20" century,
the Carpathian rivers and
streams cut deep into the val-
ley beds due to human activity
(river training by channelling,
sediment extraction), thus
causing a number of adverse

economic and environmental
effects.

The lowering of watercourse
beds on the Carpathian-side of
the Vistula River Basin resulted
in an increasing filling of the
channels and a considerable
reduction in flood retention ca-
pability, in the transformation of
alluvial channels into bed-rock
and in the damming of nume-
rous watercourses making fish
movement impossible,

Today, it is necessary to reco-
ver flow retention capabilities
in flood-prone areas to main-
tain good environmental status
in watercourses while main-
taining the current protection
against floods and erosion in
urbanized areas in the plains.
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The Bojarski's guide of good g
practices, published in 2005, 3
formulates a methodology for . 1
the evaluation of watercourses A" 2
and provides a range of solu- = |
tions to water managers. ' |

|

|

Tadeusz Litewka ]
Krakow RZGW P Y
Fax: (0-12) 423-21-53 i
rzgw-kp @krakow.rzgw.gov.p!



THE DANUBE RIVER BASIN

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EUROPEAN WATER FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE

The Danube River Basin, the
largest of Central Europe, in-
volves |8 riparian countries,
which are mainly members of
‘or candidates to the European
Union (EU).

For this reason, the Water
Framework Directive (WFD)
‘of 2000 is applicable, including,
within the framework of the
Neighborhood Policy, in co-
operation with the neighbor

countries concerned, not UE
members.

A favorable context was gene-
rated by the significant work,
structured, coordinated and
supported by the Interna-
tional Commission for the
Protection of the Danube
River (ICPDR), already car-
ried out for WFD implementa-
tion.

The drawing up of the roof re-
port in 2004 (Characteriza-
tion), dealing with the pro-
blems in the entire Danube Ba-
sin, and the finalization of the
national reports in March
2005, are the first successful
outputs of this approach.

For drawing up the Danube
District Management Plan,
there are three alternatives
(options);

D) Option A is to structure
the Danube Basin into
large sub-basins. The
overall Plan will be a com-
bination of the Plans for the
sub-basins. The sub-basins
could belong to one, two
or many countries;

D) Option B is to develop
national plans within
the national boundaries
and establish the means
needed for bilateral coordi-
nation across the national
boundaries. The overall
Basin Management Plan will
be a combination of Na-
tional Plans;

D) Option C is to divide
the Danube Basin into
small sub-basins. The
sub-basins could also be
transboundary. Existing bi-
lateral agreements could be
used for coordination in
these smaller sub-basins.
The overall plan will be a
combination of the small
sub-basins plans.

These options are being tested,
in the Tisza Basin for instance.

HUNGARY - ROMANIA

THE KOROS/CRISURI TRANSBOUNDARY BASIN:
ATEST FORTHE TISZA AND THE WHOLE DANUBE BASIN

The |* Steering Committee of » assistance for WFD imple- A cross test of the participation

the Koéros/Crisuri project,
name of the transboundary ri-
ver basin shared between Hun-
gary and Romania and tribu-
tary to the Tisza, took place in
Qradea on |3 September
2005, under the direction of
Philip Weller, Secretary-Gene-
ral to the International Com-
mission for the Protection of
the Danube River (ICPDR).

This ambitious technical assis-

tance project, financed by the

French Fund for Global Envi-

ronment (FFEM), of a total

budget of 3.7 Million Euros, is

now well launched.

A French technical assistance,

coordinated by the Interna-

tional Office for Water, is

planned for:

> the setting-up of working
groups: structure, follow
up and general coordina-
tion;

* the prevention and fight
‘against accidental water
pollution;

» information analysis, gene-
ral GIS of the basin;

mentation;

» a support for the future
preparation of a harmo-
nized Kéros/Crisuri River
Basin Management Plan
with participatory process.

It was agreed to use a pragmatic
approach for the Tisza region,

based on the existing good bila-
teral coordination and on the
same set of data needed for the
basin management plan,

The dynamics of the project is
used today not only for imple-
menting the following stages of
basin planning but also for tes-
ting to look further into the sta-
ge of the Tisza characterization.

For this reason, the work start-
ed for the management and har-
monization of the data on the
Kaéros/Crisuri Basin in order
to produce common topical
charts, will be closely followed
up by the Tisza working group,
made up of Hungarian, Ruma-
nian but also Ukrainian, Serbian
and Slovak representatives.

of the Interested Parties in the
two national sectors of the
transboundary basin and of pub-
lic consultation should also take
place soon. The main basin
stakes, determined during the
first joint seminar in July should
thus be further studied and pre-
sented to the Interested Parties
for a later public consultation.
As already done for data mana-
gement, the French, Hungarian,
Rumanian and ICPDR experts
will work together for this first
experiment to be successful in
the Danube basin.

The year 2006 will thus be quite
loaded with actions in the fields
of accidental pollution, monitor-
ing, preparation of the program
of measures and economic
analysis related to this last stage
and to that of characterization.

The final objective of the pro-
ject is thus to clarify the way for
the preparation of a Trans-
boundary Management Plan and
to harmonize the plans for res-
ponse to accidental pollution,

The experiments and outputs of
the Koros/Crisuri project could
be used for other rivers shared
by Hungary and Romania, and
by all the countries of the Tisza
and Danube Basins.

The forwarding of the project
outcomes to the regional levels
will be ensured by the ICPDR,
which is the ideal channel for in-
formation dissemination in this
geographical area.

The ICPDR makes sure that the
methodological approach, ap-
plied for the implementation of
the WFD in the Koros/Crisuri
Basin, is coherent with and
complementary to the project
dealing with the Tisza and
Danube Basins.

Daniela Radulescu
daniela.radulescu@rowater.ro
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HUNGARY

AESN/OKTVFTWINNING

The French Seine-Normandy
Water Agency (AESN) and the
Hungarian National Direc-
torate for Environment, Na-
ture and Water (OKTVF)
signed a new Twinning Agree-
ment on 24 June 2005.

Within the framework of this
new agreement, the represen-
tatives of the French and Hun-
garian Basin Organizations
held a workshop in Budapest
on the implementation of the
Water Framework Directive.
The French delegation was
headed by Mr. Guy Fradin,
General Director of AESN.
The workshop was opened by
Dr. Gyorgy Zoltan Kovacs,
General Director of OKTVF.

The audience was greeted by
Dr. Miklés Varga, Deputy State
Secretary of Water, who un-
derlined the importance of the
continuation of the coopera-
tion between the French and
Hungarian Basin Organiza-
tions. The workshop was at-
tended by Mr. Sandor Kabay,
Director of the Central Danu-
bian Environment and Water
Directorate (EWD) and Mr.
Gaspar Bodnar, Director of
the Upper Tisza Valley EWD.
These two directorates are
participating in the implemen-
tation of the AESN-OKTVF
Twinning Agreement. The rep-
resentatives of 4 additional
Hungarian EWDs also took
part in the workshop.

BULGARIA

PILOT PROJECTS

The Hungarian presentations

were the following:

# the Hungarian Country Re-
port on WFD implementa-
tion (Dr. Liszlé Perger),

® protection of vulnerable

well fields in Hungary (Ms.

Erzsébet Gulyas),

# assessment of the status of
mining ponds on the Cse-
pel Island (Ms. Noémi Har-
mathy),

® flood protection on the k
Danube river (Mr. Andras .

Korompay).
The French contributions dealt
with: _
® implementation of WFD in
the Seine-Normandy Basin
(Mr. Luc Pereira-Ramos),
® French experiences with

The 4 Bulgarian
River Basins

As Bulgaria is a Candidate
Country for the next Euro-
pean Union enlargement in
2007, it is committed to imple-
ment the Water Framework
Directive (WFD).

In accordance with the Bulga-
rian Water Act (adopted in
2000), the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Water (MoEW) is
the main institution responsi-
ble for WFD implementation
with the support of the newly
established River Basin Direc-
torates, as competent authori-
ties in the four River Basin Dis-
tricts of the country.

The ISKAR
pilot project
The Iskar river is the biggest

tributary of the Danube river
on the Bulgarian territory.

The pilot project is included in
the cooperation agreement
between the Italian Ministry of
the Environment and its Bul-
garian counterpart with the
aim of establishing an Action
Plan for implementing the
Framework Directive in the
basin.

The Iskar River Basin, one of
the sub-basins, was identified
as a priority on a national scale,
as it is the source of drinking
water for about one-third of
the Bulgarian population, in-
cluding the capital city of Sofia,
and marked by important in-
dustrial areas and other signifi-
cant economic activities.

The main objectives to be
achieved were:

» to collect and analyze the
available data and informa-
tion,
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> to carry out a feasibility tifi
study for an integrated and ¢

coherent monitoring net-

work for the surface and g

ground waters in the basin,
» to develop capacity building

of the Authorities in charge par

of WFD implementation,
and to promote the ex-
change of technologies, in-

formation and experiences, *

> to allow public information
and the population’s parti-

cipation in the project de-
velopment.
The Project, initiated in Janu-
ary 2004 was successfully com-
pleted after |6 months, in
compliance with the original
schedule.
Integrated Water
Management
of the Mesta/Nestos
River Basin
The objective of this project
was to establish transboundary
and integrated management of
the Mesta/Nestos River Basin

by applying a common ap-
proach to water quality and

quantity objectives, a metho-

dology for river basin rnamﬁ- ge- St
ment in compliance with the

Water Framework Directive.

A technical and institutional Mk

support to the Western

Aegean Basin Directorate and = e
www.moew.government.bg

to the |oint Cooperation
Committee for transboundary
management allowed the iden-

www.eau-seine-normandie.fr
i B R T
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3" Etml Assembly
an Net-

Am‘i‘ rrmmnal seminar on
IWR I'in the Mediterranean

- 1 and Africa was orga-
ize ﬁn.-tlﬂt‘qgmlm_

The Minister, Mr. Elyazghi,

Preamble

The application of the princi-
ples of integrated water re-
solurces management at the
level of river basins, which are

~ the basis of INBO action, has

very widely progressed in the
past ten years, in particular
with the European Framework
Directive, and it is thus very
significant to disseminate our
results to make known all ad-
vantages and to propose new
bases for cooperation.

This is the reason why the
INBG members marked their
disappeintment not to have
seen these principles inclu-
ded in the conclusions of the
13" CSD of the United Na-
tions, which was held last April

.« In New York, in spite of the

proposals especially made by
l:he Countries and the Com-
mission of the European Union
in this direction, and they con-
sidered that it was a step back-

~ ward as compared to the for-
- mer progresses.

They hope that the next
World Water Forum of Mexi-
co will be the occasion of reaf-

' ~ firming the obvious advantage

of integrated management at
the level of river basins,

The two days of Technical
Workshops allowed ex-
changes on issues related

- to floods and droughts and

on the management of
groundwater in the Medi-
terranean Basin:

and Mrs. Jouye de Grandmaison

As regards the prevention
and contrel of floods and
droughts, which heavily affect
many countries of the Mediter-
ranean region, the delegates
confirmed that a better ex-
change of information and
know-how was needed.

They were interested in the
presentation of the European
Water Directors’' Initiative
for the creation of the Euro-
pean Circle for Exchanges
on Flood Forecasting,
EXCIFF, and its planned fu-
ture activities.

They support the proposal to
initiate other circles of ex-
changes on other flood contral
components.

In particular the mapping of
flood hazards is a current topic
which should be taken into ac-
count

In addition, creating a specific
Circle of Exchanges devoted
to flood control in the Medi-
terranean countries should be
considered.

Consistency of the water mo-
nitaring and information sys-
tems, harmonization of data
and Geographic Information
Systems and the use of com-
mon models are essential for
sharing information and fol-
lowing up actions.

THE MEDITERRANEAN - MENBO

" GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE MEDITERRANEAN
ARRAKECH (MOROCCO) - 23 - 25 MAY 2005

In particular, the participants
recommended to install reli-
able and effective systems for
quick warning against floods
and droughts and toe establish
prevention and action mecha-
nisms to face the patural disas-
ters caused by water and to
protect human lives and pro-
perties,

It is essential to harmonize the
flood control plans between
the countries of Transboun-
dary Basins.

With regard to aquifer
management, the delégates
insisted on the importance of
having knowledge on aquifers:
capacity, uses, recharge, fragili-
ty. measurement networks,
models, studies, etc.

They underlined the irre-
versibility of the degradation
that may affect some aquifers
{such as pollution, sea water
intrusicn or overexploitation)
and thus the need for concer-
ted and comprehensive long-
term management, Involving all
the stakeholders.

It is essential to inform the
partners and organize an in-
depth dialogue so that each
one knows its responsibilities
regarding the actions to be
carried out together with the
methods for financing them,

Among the other priority to-
pics, one should include the es-
tablishment of networks for
monitoring the aquifers to as-
certain their sustainable use.
especially in the Mediterranean
region, knowing that the natu-
ral recharge regimes are insuf-
ficient. This would enable the
taking of measures to avold
overexploitation, In coastal
areas, which face 2 high con-
centration of populations and
activities, these networks
would also be used for know-
ing and controlling the status
of sea water intrusions In the
aquiifers, while allowing the es-
tablishment of criteria for di-
versifying the exploitation of
the groundwater resources of
these areas, with guarantees of
continuity and quality of the
water supply.



NETWORK OF BASIN ORGANIZATIONS - MENBO

The Assembly particularly

Regarding the European
Woater Initiative (EUWI) /
European Water Frame-
work Directive (WFD)
Joint Process:

Some time was devoted to the
overall presentation of EUWI
and of its regional compo-
nents, especially in the Medi-
terranean region.

Reminders of the general prin-
ciples of the WFD and of its
implementation timetable as
well as the water-related re-
search programs also contri-
buted to the participants’ ge-
neral information.

The session focused on the
Mediterranean working group
on groundwater, created with-
in the EUWI/WFD joint
process.

This joint process, which, in
its technical part, focuses
on 3 topics (water scarcity,
groundwater management and
links between rural develop-
ment and water management)
in 2005/2006, aims at facilita-
ting, through the sharing of ex-
perience and know-how, the
implementation of water ma-
nagement policies adapted to
the Mediterranean context
and, in particular, of the WFD
for the EU Member States.

Specifically regarding the work
of the Group dedicated to
groundwater management, the
Group's mandate was present-
ed and distributed in order to
collect the participants' contri-
butions.

Examples of the WFD imple-
mentation for groundwater
management were presented
as well as the example of a
shared aquifer in North Africa.

The main goal of this working
group is to prepare a document
giving some recommendations
for the implementation of the
WED as regards groundwater
management in the Mediter-
ranean context. Indeed, many
regional features will require
the implementation of adapted
measures. The illustration with
examples of groundwater ma-
nagement in non-European
countries will enrich this docu-
ment.

A first version of the chapter
on monitoring and manage-
ment of data on groundwater
is already available. It is now a
question of continuing the
drafting on such topics as
groundwater overexploitation
and quality or transboundary
aspects. The final version of
the report is scheduled for
June 2006 and should be used
as a basis for discussion on the
convergence of legislations
which must be implemented in
the neighboring countries of
the European Union. A Euro-
pean report, integrating the
Mediterranean recommenda-
tions, will be presented to the
European Water Directors in
June 2006.

The session ended with the
presentation of twinning activi-
ties between basins of the
Mediterranean region, espe-
cially the recent agreement
signed by the French Seine-
Normandy Water Agency and
the Moroccan River Basin
Agency of Sebou.

158 top-level representatives coming from 31 countries

Regarding the Mediter-
ranean basin in particular:

MENBO activities from Octo-
ber 2004 up to this date were
reminded.

The Assembly particularly
wished for a strong implication
of the Network in projects
which can bring additional fi-
nancial resources for its o

tion (TWINBASIN, MELIA, the
Med EUWI Initiative - WFD /
EUWI JP, etc.).

The official yearly accounts of
the Network for year 2004
were approved.

Within its cooperation in the
European Joint Process, MEN-
BO hopes to receive a support
from the European Commission
in order to promote IWRM at
the Mediterranean level.

The Assembly approved the

candidatures of new members
(Spain, Greece, Morocco,
Macedonia).

MENBO already has 24 mem-
bers coming from 10 coun-
tries.

It reminded to all the mem-
bers, and to those which we
invite to join us, that registra-
tion to MENBO s free, in ac-
cordance with the new inter-
nal rules which were approved
in Istanbul during the Bureau
meeting in November 2004.
The contributions thus remain
voluntary and we encourage
each member to contribute to
MENBQO activities by facilita-
ting the organization of the
Network meetings as the main
objective is to obtain an active
participation of all the Mediter-
ranean Basin Organizations.

In accordance with MENBO
statutes, Mr. Elyazghi,
Moroccan Minister for
Regional Planning, Water
and the Environment will
take the Presidency of the
Regional Network up to its
next General Assembly.

It is thus Morocco which will
be the head of MENBO, relay-
ing Spain which allowed the ini-
tial and successful launching of
the Network.

The Minister announced his
will to develop actions for col-
laboration and cooperation
between the Mediterranean
countries as a continuation of
the Spanish Presidency.
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thanked the former President: i
Mr. Juan José Moragues Ter-
rades, President of the Jucar
River Basin Authority, Spain,

for the very positive action

which he has achieved since
the creation of the regional |
Network. Mr. Moragues was = 1
elected MENBO Vice-Presi- = Iy
dent for the new padod L

[ L |
MENBO Permanent Technical 1 ﬁ@ :
Secretariat remains entrusted
to the Jucar River Basin Au- o r ~—r-
thority in Valencia, Spain, ‘:I— :
which was thanked for the effi- : . '
ciency of the work carried out. '_1

Two twinning agreements -:- . ",
were signed in Marmkachmﬁy Rl
the French Rhone-Mediter-
ranean and Corsica Water

Agency with the two Moroc-
can River Basin Agencies of
TensiftandSoussMamduﬁ& Bt

the conference on 23 May
2005, in the Minfsters prau :
sence. 1 r-.
A cooperation agreer w
also signed on this occasion b
the respective Presider tﬁﬂf : _'
EMWIS, INBO and MENB =

All the working doqumam g
of these ,as well as .\

the presented papers, are - WS :
available on the mﬁug

-r{l

www.inbo-news.org
www.remoc.org

World Water Forum _I.- [EI— -" ’
Mexico - 18 March 2006 IR
— i s
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The Euro-Mediterranean In-

rmation System on Know-

ow in the Water Sector
{EMWIS) now proposes di-
rect aecess to the information
managed by |5 countries of
the Mediterranean region
(Algeria, Cyprus, France,
Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan,
Lebanon, Malta, Morocco,
Palestine, Portugal, Spain,
Tunisia and Turkey).

EMWIS, through its National
Focal Points (NFPs), offers
unified access to the water-re-
lated information in each coun-
try (institutional structure,
training and research organiza-
tions, data administrators, regu-
latory texts, documentation,
news) and international ser-
vices: trilingual monthly elec-
tronic flash, topical directory,
follow-up of programs and re-

" et g'jmal'hﬂtia_ﬁve_s (MEDA-Water,

L‘ I

ropean Water Initiative, etc).

A significant part of the activi-
ties of EMWIS Technical
Unit is dedicated to the build-
ing of the capacities of the Na-
tional Focal Points especially
for the management and deve-
lopment of the National Wa-
‘ter Information Systems and
for raising the awareness of
the stakeholders on the advan-
‘tages of sharing information.
A marked interest

for the European Water
Framework Directive
‘Within the framework of the
topical studies initiated in 2004,
EMWIS launched an enquiry on

- the interest of some concepts

‘of the EU Water Framework
Directive (WFD) for the Medi-

~ terranean Partner Countries

(MPCs). The first results show
that there is a great interest for
basin characterization and mo-
nitoring activities.

This underlines MPC require-
ments in terms of acquisition of
a better knowledge of the
basins. This preliminary stage is
crucial before starting any plan-
ning work.

The Mediterranean Partners are
highly interested in the follow-
up of WFD implementation in
the EU Member States. Thus,
efforts are still needed to ex-
tend cooperation between the
Member States and the Medi-
terranean countries, especially
through the "Med-Joint Pro-
cess" and its technical working
groups but also, in a more ge-
neral way, through the EU
neighborhood policy (Twinning
agreements, etc...).

EMWVIS provides significant sup-
port to the collaborative work
between the two shores of the
Mediterranean with a Web sec-
tion dedicated to the WFD
and the working groups, on
“groundwater" in particular.

The Conference

of the 35 Water Directors
of the Euro-Mediterranean
Partnership

The conference of the
35 Water Directors of the
Partnership and the Euro-
pean Commission took
place in Rome in Italy on
24 and 25 November 2005.

It especially:

# Reaffirmed the validity
of EMWIS, the commit-
ment of the countries to
implement, adapt and ap-
propriate it, according to
the decisions made during
the Ministerial Conferen-
ces of Marseilles in 1996
and Turin in 1999.

&

*

Defined the strategy for
the next 10 years, in par-
ticular the launching of feasi-
bility studies for a regional
mechanism for water obser-
vation, integrating inside
EMWIS the follow-up of the
evolutions towards the Mil-
lennium Goals related to
water and sanitation in the
Mediterranean region, as
well as the implementation
of the "water" component
of the Mediterranean Strate-
gy for Sustainable Develop-
ment.

Approved a new four-
year program (2007-
2010), continuing without
any discontinuity the ongo-
ing phase, with financing,
currently estimated at ap-
proximately 3.400 MEuros.

Decided to increase sup-
port to the National Fo-
cal Points and to the im-
plementation or strengthen-
ing of their National Water
Information Systems, with
support from the European
Union.

Opened EMWIS to the
Mediterranean coun-
tries not signatories of
the Barcelona declara-
tion: Libya and Balkans
countries.

Proposed that EMWIS
constitutes the tool for
consistency between
the policies of the Euro-
Mediterranean Part-
nership and Action plan
for the Mediterranean,
and that their Conference
becomes an institutional
support for the implemen-
tation of the European Wa-
ter Initiative in the area.

¢ Renewed the composi-
tion of the Management
Committee with the fol-
lowing countries: Algeria,
Cyprus, Egypt, France, Is-
rael, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon,
Malta, Morocco, Turkey,
Spain and the Palestinian Au-
thority.

French Water Director,
Mr. Pascal Berteaud, was
elected President of
EMWIS and Mr. Walter
Mazzitti (Italy) Secretary-
General, responsible for
the relations with the Eu-
ropean Commission and
the Partnership Countries.

INBO-MENBO-EMWIS
agreement

The partnership agreement,
initiated in 2002, between
EMWVIS, the International Net-
work of Basin Organizations
(INBO) and MENBO was re-
newed during the General As-
sembly of the Mediterranean
Network of Basin Organiza-
tions (MENBQ) in Marrakech
in May 2005. Within this fra-
mework, the main cooperation
actions will continue, especially
the transfer of know-how,
which started with the imple-
mentation of the concepts of
the Water Framework Direc-
tive, or the development of a
World Water Information Sys-
tem (WWIS) based on EMWIS
approach in the Mediterranean
and on similar systems in other
parts of the world,

For more information:

www.emwis.org

SEMIDE
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ALGERIA

WATER INTHE SAHARA:
WATER SAVING AND PROTECTION AGAINST POLLUTION

In the Sahara, apart from
the areas located in the
Saharan Atlas, Hoggar and

the Tassili, the water
resources are above all
ground waters. All the
groundwater resources are le-
cated in Northern Sahara in two
aquifers, which extend beyond
the Algerian borders: those of

the "Continental
Intercalaire” (CI)
and "Complexe
Terminal” (CT).

Sound manage-
ment of water re-
sources and the
contrel of agricul-
tural hydro-tech-
i niques on this
vast territory are
= today needed to
ensure harmonious and sus-
tainable development.

For such a purpose, the Sa-
hara Basin Agency (ABHS)
organized, during the first half
of 2005 and in several cities
of the basin, technical days
whose main objective was to
raise the users' awareness on

water saving and its protection
against all kinds of pollution,
These days gathered all the lo-
cal Authorities (elected offi-
cials and representatives of the
administrations and members
of the basin committee), far-
mers and industrialists and all
the water stakeholders of the
Sahara basin.

In addition, the Sahara Basin
Agency launched an awareness
campaign related to water sa-
ving in professional environ-
ments, in schools and by the
general public (Television. Ra-
dio, newspapers, water classes,
conferences, etc.).

NEW ASSIGNMENTS FORTHE RIVER BASIN AGENCIES

The Agency has also: pmdm:ed
a documentary film of 26 mi-
nutes on water resoufctsﬁ'n
the Sahara with the [
tion of the Al

Television Company

An Interpational Con-
ference on Groundwa-
ter Resources in the Sa-
hara (CIRESS) took pla-

ce in Ouargla on 12 and
I3 December 2005 to
end this year of inténse
awareness campaign.

Fax: (213) 297198 03
abhs@wissal.dz

In Algeria, the Government
has strengthened the role of
the River Basin Agencies in the
recovery of taxes on the use of
the Water Public Domain.

The complementary Law
of Finance of 2005 defini-
tively confirmed the River
Basin Agencies for the
levying of water taxes on
the territories under their
jurisdiction,

Mer MéditerTande

The provisions of Article 99 of
the Law of 24 December 2002
are amended, complemented
and written as follows!

Art. 99 - The amount of the
water tax, planned for in arti-
cle 139 of the law of 16 July
1983, dealing with the water
code, to be paid for the indus-
trial, tourist and service use of
the Water Public Domain is
set at twenty-five (25) dinars
per cubic meter of abstracted
water,

"Art, 100 - The tax levied for
the use of the Water Public Do-
main for water abstraction for
its injection in oil wells or for
other uses in the field of hydro-
carbons, is set at eighty (80) DA
per cubic meter of abstracted
water.

The product of these taxes is

distributed as follows:

» 48% to the Sate budgen: L

> 48% rothe specra{ propric
ation account, the "Nation:
Fund for Drinking Water';

> 4% to the Agency in charge
of the levying.
hrsMna-&mmnm

Basin Agency

ahs@wanadoo.dz

World Water Forum
Mexico -

March 2006

TWINBASIN:
TWINNING WITH MOROCCAN ABHs

On 23 May in Marrakech, on
the occasion of MENBO Ge-
neral Assembly and after
6 months of dialogue and mu-
tual visits, Mr. Pierre Roussel,
Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors of the French Rhone-
Mediterranean and Corsica
Water Agency signed two
twinning agreements with Mr.
Madjid Benbiba, Director of
the Tensift Agency (Mar-
rakech) and Mr. Bendaoud
Bouguenouch, Director of the
Souss Massa Agency (Agadir),
in the presence of the Moroc-

can Minister for the Environ-

ment. Mr. Mohamed Elyazghi.

This agreement, signed for

three years, gives the coopera-

tion baselines:

= Strategy for internal deve-
lopment of the Moroccan
Agencies;

= Users’ involvement;

™ Design of the "Data and

water taxes" information
system;
= Communication;

> Assistance with the organi-
zation of water-related dis-
cussions, more specifically
in the Tensift basin.

These twinning arrangements

were approved within the Eu-

ropean "TwinBasin" project

Jean Faure-Brac

Rhone-Mediterranean

and Corsica Water Agency

Fax : 04 72 71 26 06
Jean.faurebrac@eaurmo.fr
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Best wishes for 2006 from
Grandmaisoh - INBO's
President

ath Workd )
Water Forum .

Reda Internacional dos Or famos de Bacls

Everyone in
Mexico city
on 18 march
2006
for better basin
management
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